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WELCOME TO SUMATRA 

 

Sumatra (also Sumatera) is one of Indonesia's large islands and the sixth largest island in the world. Wild and 

rugged, Sumatra is blend of Mother Nature extremes, blessed with natural wealth as well as proneness to natural 

disasters. Volcano eruptions, earthquakes, tsunami, and landslides are common headline grabbers of this one of 

the world's richest ecosystem. But nobody can deny Sumatra's beauty from the top of majestic volcanoes to the 

lush of the jungles and down at sea level, where idyllic deserted beaches are scattered along the island. 

Visiting Sumatra can mean never ending action. It has both unique and adventurous activities. The land is also filled 

with a humungous variety of unique as well as common rainforest fauna. You can spot not only red-haired 

orangutans, but also all sorts of monkeys that swing on treetops, in addition to Sumatran tigers, rhinoceroses, and 

elephants. 

With almost 40 million inhabitants on this island, the varieties of cultures in Sumatra will also give you non-stop 

thrills. From the devout Muslims of Aceh, outspoken and friendly Batak people, matrilineal Minangkabau of Padang, 

sizable Chinese communities of Bangka-Belitung, to semi-primitive tribesmen of Nias; all of them, with their own 

distinct cultures and languages, living on one island, united by mutual respect for centuries.  
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MEDAN 

The people of North Sumatra, can be divided into five 

main ethnic groups; the Coastal Malays living along the 

Malaka Straits; the Bataks consisting of the sub-tribes of 

Toba, Simalungun, Pak Pak (Dairi) and Karon of the 

highlands around Lake Toba and Samosir Island; the 

Pesisirs of Central Tapanuli along the Indian Ocean 

coastline; the Mandailings and Angkolas from southern 

Tapanuli and Nias Islanders off the western coast of the 

province. These groups each have their own dialects, 

religious beliefs and traditional arts, customs and culture.  

The diversity of arts and cultures literally make this 

region a Garden of Eden for social scientists and culture 

seekers. It is a treasure chest of culture and tradition 

waiting to be explored, with ancient graves of Batak 

kings, unique dances and ceremonies, and beautiful arts 

and crafts. North Sumatra is also one of the riches provinces in Indonesia for flora and fauna with a wealth of birds, 

butterflies, buffalo and deer. The province proudly boats of its Orang Utan Center in the Gunung Leuser National 

Park which is bordered by the fast flowing Bohorok River and some delightful countryside and of course lake Toba, 

legendary birthplace of the mountain-dwelling Bataks and the largest inland lake in Southest Asia, Lake Toba. 

The region also produces more than 30% of Indonesia's export commodities and handles about 60% of them, 

making it vital cag in the Indonesian economy. Tabacco, palm oil, tea and rubber are produced in large quantities, 

particularly around Medan in the north of the province. 

Places of Interest 

 

 Maimoon Palace 

Maimoon Palace is one of the most beautiful palace that still exist in Indonesia. Unique architecture and interior 

design of this palace gives a distinctive character. The Palace has become a tourist destination not solely 

because of age but also because of the unique interior design of the palace, mixing elements of Malay cultural 

heritage, Islam, Spanish, Indian, and Italian style. Maimoon Palace is located at Jalan Brig. Jend. Katamso in 

downtown Medan. This historic building is open the public every day, except when there are organizing a special 

ceremony. 

 Grand Mosque Al Mashun 

Beside the Maimoon Palace, The Medan Grand Mosque was another architectural heritage of Deli Sultanate. The 

mosque is still utilized by the local community for daily prayers. Like The Maimoon Palace, the building materials of 

the mosque were taken from Italy.  Al Mashun Grand Mosque is another prominent religious attractions in the city 

of Medan and built in the reign of Sultan Al Rashid Perkasa Alamsyah Ma’mum of the Deli Sultanate, the Sultanate 

of Deli land compensation fund that is used as a tobacco plantation area which was opened by a Dutch planter 

named Nienhuys in 1865. 

 Tjong A Fie Mansion 

The former house of a famous Chinese merchant who died in 1921 – formerly the wealthiest resident of Medan – 

mixes Victorian and Chinese style. The original hand-painted ceilings, Tjong’s huge bedroom, imported dark-wood 

furniture inlaid with marble and mother-of-pearl, interesting art pieces, an upstairs ballroom and Taoist temples help 

to make it one of the most impressive historic buildings in town. 

 Sri Mariamman Temple 

Sri Mariamman Temple is Medan's oldest Hindu Temple. This temple built in 1881 for worship 

Goddess Mariamman. The temple is situated in the area known as Kampung Madras or Medan's Little India. This 

temple stanning of 3 God, each God Ganesha, Murugan, and Goddess Mariamman. The Gate decorated 

by gopuram, namely storey tower which can usually be found at the gate of the Hindus temples in South India or 

some sort of gate. This temple always be meeting point by worshippers on Thaipusam and Deevapali festival. 
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 Vihara Gunung Timur 

Vihara Gunung Timur is a Chinese Taoism temple which is the largest in the city of Medan, Indonesia and possibly 

also on the island of Sumatra. This temple was built in the 1962. This temple is located at Jalan Hang Tuah, about 

500 meters from the Sri Mariamman Temple and is located on the side of Babura River. It contains a large paved 

area with an impressively scaled incense burner, two covered badminton courts, a very large main hall and is partly 

surrounded by a moat and walls. This temple already served as main temple in Medan for many years and it was 

also one of Medan's cultural icon. This temple always be filled with worshippers in Imlek and Cap Go Meh festival. 

BERASTAGI 

Stands at an altitude of 1300 masl, Berastagi 

administratively belongs to Karo Regency. 

Weekending in Berastagi can be spent with 

the excellent hiking prospects and visits to the 

outlying villages where vestiges of indigenous 

Karo Batak culture remain in the shape of the 

immense wooden houses with their soaring 

thatched roofs and cattle horn adornments. 

Beyond the town are the green fields of the 

Karo Highlands, dominated by Sumatra’s two 

most accessible volcanoes: Gunung 

Sinabung to the west and the smoking 

Gunung Sibayak to the north. 

 

 

Places of Interest 

 

 Berastagi Fruit Market 

Berastagi is known for its busy markets, flowers, vegetables and fruits. Marquisa or passion fruit is probably the 

most famous fruit. You should also try some sweet oranges. Some of Berastagi's products is exported to Singapore 

and Malaysia, like cabbage, carrots, tomatoes and red chili. When wandering around the markets, you will see what 

traditional Karo life is all about, and you will see some things like jungle miracle cures and second hand shoes for 

sale 

 Dokan Village 

The main cultural attraction of the village is the traditional Karo houses. These establishments are home to up to 8 

families and although the buildings are constructed predominantly of bamboo, they last for over 200 years since 

smoke from indoor fires coats the wood with a protective and preserving layer. This also means that in each village, 

the building of a house is a community-wide event that everyone takes part in. 

 Mount Sibayak 

There are 2 routes. The forest route takes about 4 hours to follow until the peak. The hike up (or down) leads you 

through a dense forest. Be careful with your step, as the trail consists of steps that have seen better days. Once 

near the top the trail is subject to loose rocks. The view is breathtaking, though. Remember that this is a steep trail 

and is easier to take back down then up.  

The shortest (and easiest) way to the top is approximately a 1-1.5 hour walk that can be done before going to 

Samosir if you leave early. Count on spectacular views and hot geysers. If you leave from the hotel at 5 o'clock, 

you can be on the top to watch the sunrise and get back in the hotel by about 9am. After shower and breakfast, you 

should depart to Lake Toba at the latest at 10am, and make short stops only to arrive on time to catch the ferry to 

Samosir at about 4pm. 

 

http://lonelyplanet.com/cambodia/activities/small-group-tours/beyond
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 Pematang Purba 

From Sipiso-Piso, it is approximately a 30-minute drive. This palace was built in the 15th century by the first King, 

who was called Pangultop. The throne was later occupied by 13 more kings, until in 1946 the last king, Raja Mogang, 

died.  

The palace is now an open air museum. Next to the living palace you can also find a meeting hall, called Bali bolon. 

Its roof is made of ijuk (palm fiber) and buffalo horns are on display to show off the prosperity of the owners. On the 

rooftop you will see a miniature house.  It is believed that this is the resting place for the ancestors. This ‘rumah 

Manik’ is connected with the middle of the house by a finely decorated pillar. On this pillar, a calendar is engraved 

that was used to select specific days for ceremonies or ritual activities. For important decisions the king would sit 

at the base of the pole; this way he was connected with the ancestors who could assist the King in his decision 

making process.  

On the outside you see lizard-like creatures. These motifs are believed to keep diseases away and are also the 

symbol of fertility. The corners of the hall are decorated with protective Lion heads. There is a toilet, but not always 

open and the water is not all that clean anyway. You can leave a donation in the donation box in the palace or give 

it to the caretaker. 

 Sipiso-Piso Waterfall 

Sipiso-piso is one of many wonderful waterfalls in North Sumatera. This lovely waterfall is one most loved treasure 

in North Sumatera. The position of this splendid three hundred and sixty feet waterfall is close enough to the road 

passed by travelers and is worth and easy visiting. One will always be able to enjoy the beauty of Lake Toba when 

looking at Sipiso-piso waterfall. Its water flows to the Lake passes a small village named Tongging and reaches 

part of the huge Lake Toba known as Tao Silalahi. 

BUKIT LAWANG 

Bukit Lawang is a small tourist village at the Bank of 

Bohorok River in North Sumatera province of 

Indonesia. Situated approximately 86 km north-west 

of Medan, Bukit Lawang is known for the 

largest animal sanctuary of Sumatran 

orangutan (around 5,000 orangutans occupy  the 

area), and also the main access point to the Gunung 

Leuser National Park from the east side. 

 

 

 

Places of Interest 

 

 Orang Utan Rehabilitation Center 

In 1973 a Swiss organization set up an orangutan rehabilitation center in Bukit Lawang. In 1980 it was taken over 

by the Indonesian Government. The purpose of the center was to rehabilitate orangutans released from captivity. 

It no longer serves as a rehabilitation center for orangutans since 1996. The area remains open to tourists, providing 

the incredible opportunity of viewing orangutans in the semi-wild on forest treks. It is a marvelous sight to see them 

swinging freely through the jungle.  All released orangutans are still monitored by the rangers and are still provided 

with supplementary food at the feeding platform until they become fully self reliant. Feeding is done by the rangers 

twice a day feeding (8 am and 3pm).  

Community note: Please try to make sure your guides do not feed the Orangutans or other wildlife as it may make 

them sick. Also please try not to get too close to the Orangutans as this would increase the risk of passing viral 

infections and diseases to them, which will endanger their chance of survival. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumatran_orangutan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumatran_orangutan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunung_Leuser_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunung_Leuser_National_Park
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 Bat Cave 

If you keep walking downstream after the Bukit Lawang eco lodge for about 15 minutes you will get to the bat cave. 

A small sign tell you to get to the right, just 5 minutes before the cave. It is a nice walk to the bat cave with a good 

chance to see Thomas Leave monkeys and Silver leave monkey on the way and with good luck an orang utan can 

be spotted. The cave itself is not very spectacular, it has a narrow entrance where ladders are a help to get in. 

 Bukit Lawang Kindertehuis 

On the way to the bat cave you can find “Kindertehuis Bukit Lawang”.  An initiative from the Dutch-Indonesian 

couple Sakia and Sugito for the children that were left without a home because of the flash flood in 2003. Since the 

start in 2007 there are 42 children that could finalize their schooling and found their way to paid jobs. In front of the 

house is a restaurant that functions as learn/work project and provides an income for the foundation. Handmade 

souvenirs are for sale. 

 Tubing 

A fun and relaxing activity is tubing, where one uses an inner-tube to float down the river. Be careful as 

sometimes the water currents can be strong. 

TANGKAHAN 

 
 

Tangkahan is a small village on the border of Gunung Leuser 

National Park located in North Sumatra. It is situated at the 

junction of 2 rivers, the Buluh River and the Batang River. 

Tangkahan specializes in eco-tourism activities like jungle 

trekking and Elephant trekking. 

 

 

 

 

 

Places of Interest 

 Elephant Tangkahan Eco Tourism 

This tiny, remote village was practically built on the logging trade in the 1980s and 1990s, because the people 

became aware of the damages by such activity. They collectively decided to stop illegal logging and transform the 

area into an functional, self-sustained ecotourism destination. So in April 2001 the community banded together to 

form the Tangkahan Tourist Institute and fixed regulations prohibiting the exploitation of the surrounding rainforest. 

So the Conservation Response Unit (CRU) was born - a team of Sumatran elephants and their mahouts that helps 

safeguard the national park to protect it from encroachment. When its bath time at the elephant camp on the outskirt 

of Gunung Leuser National Park, tourists are allowed to help. By joining the elephants by their afternoon bathing or 

taking a 1 hour trek on an elephant you will support this local initiative.  

Note that the riding of the elephant is a sensitive excursion in regards of responsible tourism, due that the training 

of the elephants is not an animal friendly practice. 
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LAKE TOBA/SAMOSIR 

 

Lake Toba is an immense volcanic lake covering an area of 

1,707 km² with an island in its center. Formed by a gigantic 

volcanic eruption some 70,000 years ago, it is probably the 

largest resurgent caldera on Earth. Some studies say it might 

have been associated with causing previous ice age/climate 

change and the largest human population bottleneck ever. 

Genetic estimates suggests that there were only a few 

thousand individuals that survived its catastrophic eruption. 

The island in the middle - Pulau Samosir - was joined to the 

caldera wall by a narrow isthmus, which was cut through to 

enable boats to pass; a road bridge crosses the cutting. 

Samosir Island is the cultural center of the Batak tribe who are 

now mostly Christians. Lake Toba was perhaps once more 

popular than it is nowadays. It is a great laid back place to chill 

out for a few days after jungle trekking etc. The location is very popular with Chinese tourists around Chinese New 

Year, when availability drops dramatically and accommodation costs sky rocket. 

Places of Interest 

 Tomok 

Tomok village is the most southerly of the resorts on east coast; dozens of virtually identical souvenir stalls line the 

main street. Tomok’s most famous sight is the early 19th C stone sarcophagus of Raja Sidabutar, the chief of the 

first tribe to migrate to the island. The coffin has a singa face – a part-elephant, part-buffalo creature of Toban Leged 

– carved into one end, and a small stone effigy of the king’s wife on top of the lid. 

 Ambarita 

There is a curious collection of stone chairs, one of which is mysteriously occupied by a stone statue. Most of the 

villagers say that these chairs acted as the local courts two hundred years ago; others say that the chairs are 

actually less than fifty years old and the work of a local mason who copied drawings of the original. 

 Simanindo 

Simanindo lies at the northern end of the island, 15 km beyond Ambarita. The Simanindo Museum is housed in the 

former house of Raja Simalungun, and has some mildly diverting household implements, including spears, magical 

charms and a wooden guri-guri (ashes urn). Traditional Batak dancing performances are held here from Monday to 

Saturday. 

 Balige Market 

Balige market in Samosir, North Sumatra is famous as a tourist destination shopping. There, tourists can hunt from 

Ulos fabric to various fresh fruits. This is the place to hunt for souvenirs Batak native land. 

 Tuktuk 

The peninsula of Tuktuk invites for a walk. For the 3km circle you need round 1 hour. Tomok, Ambarita and Siallagan 

are all at walking distance. There is a main road leading to these villages but it is more interesting if you go off road. 

There are two routes; one will take you up to Ambarita, where you will pass Beta hill, foot of the mountain, stone 

chair village, rice fields’ landscape, and also local traditional villages. While the other route will take you to Tomok; 

along the way you will pass some hills, foot of the mountain, traditional villages, and waterfall. 

The walking route is shown as the red dotted line on Tuktuk map in appendix. 

 Bukit Beta 

Bukit Beta a little hill outside Tuktuk towards Tomok is a wonderful spot for tranquility and great views over sunrise, 

sunset and surroundings. You just stroll on the grass in any direction or trek all the way to Ambarita from there 

along the little grassy magma domes. You can access these hills from many trails going up to the left between 

Tuktuk and Siallagan, one is signed as Jl. Nangka. 
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 Mountain Biking  

Above described walking route is also good for mountain biking. The path along the foot of the mountain from 

Ambarita to Tomok past Garoga is bumpy but worth it for the old villages and the views over the ricefields and the 

lake. The further you go up hill the more you will be stunned by the amazing landscapes of the caldera. 

SIPIROK 

Verdant and romantic town of Sipirok, the capital of South 

Tapanuli Regency, is located about 10 to 12 hours by 

road from Medan. It is admired for lush, beautiful scenery, 

refreshingly cool weather and rural atmosphere. The town 

is right by the Rimbo Panti Nature Reserve, well known 

for its black panthers and many species of monkeys, 

some of whom can pluck coconuts. There is an active 

volcanic crater close by resulting in the famous Sipoholon 

hot springs, with steaming cerulean blue water much 

prized by the locals. Visitors can also discover the town’s 

historic churches and mosques, centuries-old tea and 

coffee plantations and the vibrant Balige Sigur-gur 

traditional market. 

Places of Interest 

 Sipoholon Sulphur Hotspring 

Not far from the city Tarutung there is a hot water bathing areas Sipoholon Sipoholon District. According to the 

Society Sipoholon, Hot Water Baths Sipoholon is a removable heat from Mount Martimbang located 3 km from the 

city center Tarutung. This hot water has become an important icon for the community Sipoholon. We can see directly 

how the hot water flows out of the ground. In addition visitors could bathe only can directly see where the hot springs 

that flow. 

 Sijornih Waterfall 

Aek Sijornih Waterfalls consists of two mini waterfalls. In contrast to the generally high waterfall slender, upright, 

two waterfalls are located on terrain slope / slant on the ground with chalk content. Water is poured too wide to the 

left and right, is stratified. Aek Sijornih means clear water.  

In the first waterfall flow (left) allowed to flow in the form of small trenches. While those on the right (greater flow) 

accommodated in artificial pools for bathing. The pools are divided. Some are large for adults and some are small 

for children. From the adult pool, visitors can climb to the top trace the flow of streams and can select a convenient 

place. The second source comes from the waterfall fountain hills surrounding district and Stem Vegetables Angkola 

Matinggi. That said, in the rainy season, water containing lime in the hills was never cloudy. Being the dry season, 

the bulk water actually increased. 

 Sihepeng Mini Botanical Garden 

This Botanical Garden is not so big as in Java, but still you can find various tropical spicy trees commonly found in 

latitudes such a pepper, cinnamon, clove, etc. 
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BUKITTINGGI 

The market town of Bukittinggi sits high above the 

valley mists as three sentinels – fire-breathing 

Merapi, benign Singgalang and distant Sago. Here, 

the modern life seems far removed. The city begin 

to by busy at 9 am. This is one of the Sumatra’s most 

pleasant towns in which to spend a few days to 

explore the traditional architecture and craft of the 

Minangkabau countryside, to bag a volcano or two, 

or to hunt for the world’s largest and smelliest 

flowers. 

 

 

 

Places of Interest 

 

 Bonjol Village 

West Sumatra province has three regions that passed the equator, namely: Bonjol, Kinali, and Koto Alam. To mark 

the trajectory of the equator, is founded monument located in Bonjol, known as the Equator Bonjol, located near 

the border of West Sumatra North Sumatra in the middle of West Sumatra, in Kinali famous by Equator Kinali, 

located near the border of West Sumatra with Tapanuli section of West West Sumatra and in Koto Alam called the 

Equator Koto Alam, near the border of West Sumatra and Riau East section of West Sumatra. 

 

 Harau Giant Wall 

The magnificent country-side ambience of the Harau Valley is undeniably a charming country-side village. The 

beauty of Harau Valley and uniqueness of its steep giant walls will charm you as soon you reach there and feel like 

as if you were somewhere around a natural wonder. Located 50 km away from Bukittinggi, this gigantic granite wall 

occupies a 270 hectares area.  Ride around, and you will see more clearly the vastness of the valley, walled in 

between the expanding rocks. 

 

 Pasar Atas 

Pasar Atas is a large, colourful market crammed with stalls selling fruit and vegetables, secondhand clothing and 

crafts. It’s open daily. Walk along a continuum of stalls that number in the hundreds. The goods on sale are 

considerable. 

 Panorama Park 

This public park overlooks the Ngarai Canyon. This 100-metre-deep and 4-kilometer-long canyon, with shear 

vertical walls, is a spectacular sight, and quite unexpected given that it is so close to the town center. With the 

mountains of Merapi and Singgalang nearby, wilderness and wildlife is brought to the edge of the town. Macaque 

monkeys emerge from the trees and bushes to collect nuts and other scraps of food from visitors. 

Bukittinggi's human, and tragic, history can also be seen. There’s also Japanese Tunnels with more than twenty 

"rooms" where there is an eerie emptiness. It is quite a spine-tingling experience to descend into the depths of the 

canyon and feel the scored-out rock. 

 Fort De Kock 

Built by the Dutch in 1825, Fort de Kock was used as the Dutch’s blockhouse against Minangkabau people’s attack. 

It is located in a nice park with several species of bird in cages. The park is located on the top of a hill, so you can 

see the panoramic view of the town from the park. 
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 Jam Gadang 

Jam Gadang (Great Tower) is a unique feature of this West Sumatran town. Built by the Dutch in 1827, this clock 

tower is topped by a Minangkabau-style roof (shaped to resemble buffalo horns). This spiked rooftop alone makes 

the tower unique but the four faces of the clock are also unusual. The chimes of this clock tower sound the hour in 

the late afternoon, are soothing. 

 Payakumbuh 

Situated some 125 Km north-east from Padang, capital city of West Sumatra. surrounded by an array of valleys 

and lush green fields and set against the dramatic panorama of Mount Singgalang and Mount Malintang, 

Payakumbuh is truly the best place to refresh one’s mind, body and soul. As the heart of the indigenous 

Minangkabau culture of West Sumatra, the town is also home to the traditional Randai that combines martial art, 

dance choreography, and music. The Randai performance is usually accompanied by the traditional sounds of 

the Talempong and the Saluang which produce distinctive Minangkabau tunes. 

 Harau Valley Waterfall 

Here one waterfall is named the BUNTA WATERFALL or locally called SARASAH BUNTA that pours down fresh 

water from the highlands with three other waterfalls nearby. It was first visited in 1926 by a Dutch mayor. A carved 

stone indicating the year when the mayor visited the waterfall is still there expressing the beauty of this valley. Other 

the waterfalls are called the AKAR BARAYUN, SARASAH LULUH, and SARASAH MURAI. 

 Maninjau Lake 

The splendid Lake Maninjau in West Sumatra, is one of the calmest places in Indonesia. Come to this ancient lake, 

set within a volcanic crater, to escape from the crowds and hustle and bustle of the rest of the country. Perched in 

the mountain highlands, around 461 meters above sea level, Lake Maninjau is a splendid sight. At 100 m2, this 

lake is an impressive natural wonder and a place to come when to search a peace and serenity. 

 Lembah Anai Nature Reserve  

Lembah Anai Nature Reserve is one of the protected forest area located in West Sumatra. This area has a stretch 

of dense tropical rain forest with various species of flora and fauna. Forest located on the highway linking the city 

of Padang-Bukittinggi is, defined as a conservation nature reserve since the Dutch Colonial. Of natural beauty, rich 

flora and fauna. Natural beauty that can be witnessed, three waterfalls and a lake where the water is bluish. One of 

them is located on the roadside which Anai Valley Waterfall. While two other waterfalls covered by thick forests, 

and can be reached traveling about 15 minutes from the location Anai Valley Waterfall. Scenic beauty of the lake 

about 15 minutes from the highway. 

 Koto Gadang 

Situated in the district IV Koto, Agam regency, Koto Gadang Village is famous as a producer of silver and gave birth 

to a lot of leaders of national and even international caliber. Koto Gadang is a small town. By foot and enjoy the 

mountain (Mount Singgalang) and rice fields are still a lot we can see, we can breathe clean air and morning dew 

still we can see in front of the eye. 

http://indonesia.travel/en/destination/467/padang
http://indonesia.travel/en/discover-indonesia/region-detail/23/west-sumatra
http://indonesia.travel/en/destination/463/bukittinggi/article/78/randai-the-distinct-minangkabau-performing-art-combining-literature-music-and-pencak-silat
http://indonesia.travel/en/destination/467/padang/article/243/talempong-the-harmonic-melody-of-west-sumatra
http://indonesia.travel/en/destination/467/padang/article/253/saluang-the-soothing-bamboo-flute-of-minangkabau
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PADANG 

Padang, the capital of the province of West 
Sumatra, is mostly used by tourists as an 

access point to Bungus Bay, the surfing sites 

of the Mentawai Islands, the inland hills 

of Bukittinggi, and the Kerinci Seblat 

National Park. 

Padang was a Dutch historical harbour town, 
one of the main harbour in Dutch East Indies. 
The main attraction of the city is the colourful 
Dutch old town and old harbour in Muaro 
River, and also its old Chinatown. The city is 
also the home of the delicious Padang food 
and the town is stuffed with restaurants and 
street stalls. An urbo-Indonesian sprawl of 
traffic and smog, Padang sits astride one of 
the planet’s most powerful seismic zones, 
centrally located on the tectonic hotspot 

where the Indo-Australian plate plunges under the Eurasian plate. 

Places of Interest 

 Singkarak Lake 

The majestic Lake Singkarak (Danau Singkarak) is an enormous crater lake set within a dramatic volcanic 

landscape. Spread over two districts; Solok and Tanah Datar, the lake is a massive 1000 hectares. It is the widest 

lake in Sumatra and the second biggest lake on the island, after Lake Toba. A world of silent calm, breathtaking 

vistas and spectacular views awaits here. Here you can embrace the remote natural beauty that Indonesia is so 

famous for. Locally Lake Singkarak is famous for its Bilih fish which is a species of fish that only lives in this lake. 

This fish is especially unique as it can’t survive anywhere but Lake Singkarak, not even in an aquarium. 

 Teluk Bayur 

Teluk Bayur, formerly known as Emma Haven or Emmahaven is a port located in Bayur Bay of Padang City. Built 

during the Dutch colonial era in 1888, the port is the largest and busiest on the western coast of Sumatra. 

 China Town 

An old China Town or KAMPUNG CINA in Padang reflects the culture of the Chinese diaspora who arrived on 

Indonesian shores. It was destroyed by earthquake in 2009, but it is again vibrant with life and business activity. 

Many of the old buildings in the area were built by Dutch traders over 200 years ago. You can visit the Chinese 

Temple, it is quiet and serene. A quiet walk around, examine the Kung Fu pictures, burn some incense and pray to 

Buddha or your ancestors. Walk around the ornamental fishpond filled with lilies and take a few pictures or chat 

with the old men that invariably always seem to be hanging around here.



 

APPENDIX 

Map of Tuktuk 

 


