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ANIMAL INTERACTION  INFORMATION 

Thank you for your interest in Happy Trails! Asia.  

Animals are a popular part of many holiday experiences. It is an experience to see 

different animals, however these activit ies can result in poor welfare of  animals, 

threaten their survival and place people at r isk.  

With this document we like to inform you of animal interaction within our destinations, 

and what you can do to minimize the negative impact and enhance your experience.   

The below information is split up according to the various species/locations mainly 

visited/found in our destinations. 

For any suggestions and/or questions, please contact us on: info@happytrailsasia.com 

Enjoy your journey! 

  

mailto:info@happytrailsasia.com
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Komodo National Park  

Komodo National Park (KNP) in Eastern 

Indonesia was or iginally established to protect 

the Komodo dragon, and is the only native 

habitat to where the dragon may be found. 

Hence,it is a  great place to see this unique 

species. 

Strict enforcement of anti-poaching and illegal 

fishing regulations thanks to coordinated patrols by 

local park rangers, the Indonesian Navy, and the 

police has made wildlife and natural resource 

crimes within Komodo National Park much more 

diff icult. 

Tourism in the KNP contributes to conservation by means of entrance fees for the National 

Park. The Komodo National Park consists of a Marine Park. See the sections for snorkeling 

and swimming with Manta rays to minimize the negative impact.  

 

Do’s Don’ts 

Visitors are obliged to 
use the local rangers 
for hikes over the 
islands. In a ration 1 
ranger for 5 visitors.  

Do not leave the 
paths. The Komodo 
dragon can be 
invisible in the grass 
by it’s camouflage.  

Stay always close to 
the group and follow 
the instruction of the 
ranger  

Remain calm, and 
do not run.   

Keep a save distance 
as indicated by the 
rangers.  

Be carefull with 
bags on long straps 
such as a camera 
bag or hand bag. 
The Komodo 
dragon can mistake 
swaying bags for an 
easy prey.  

Leave only footprints 
and take only pictures   

Feeding goats has 
been practiced up 
to 1996, but is no 
longer allowed. is 
not allowed.  

Keep your voice low 
on the hikes for 
maximum chance to 
see wildlife and birds 

Smoking is only 
allowed at the 
visitor center, it is 
prohibited to smoke 
during the hike  
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Orang Utan encounters in Sumatra and Kalimantan 
 

Orang Utan viewing in Sumatra and/or Kalimantan 

is a unique experience to visit them in the wild or 

at feeding platforms.  

The chance to see an orang utan in it’s natural 

habitat is quite good when visiting the sites where 

ex-captivated orang utans are/were introduced 

back  into the wild (Kalimantan and Sumatera).  

These are the so called rehabilitation centers. 

Tourism to see the Orang Utan is an important 

way to protect the forests where they are sill alive. 

The local people benefit from the income it brings, and this stimulate protection.  

To ensure your visit is animal friendly, please follow the below do’s and dont’s. 

Do’s Don’ts 

Remind the guide that 
feeding the orang Utan 
is strictly forbidden 
and ensure the guide 
does not bring food 
along.   

Never position yourself 
between a mother and 
baby, or between a male 
and a female   

Minimize your 
movement to allow the 
Orang Utan to interact 
with each other and 
behave naturally 
without feeling 
threatened.  

Don’t run  

Keep a distance of 
minimum 10 Meter 
from the animals. Do 
not get closer for the 
best picture   

Virus can be transmitted 
from human to Orang 
Utan, hence keeping the 
distance and refrain from 
touching.    

 If the observation site 
has benches, sit down  

Don’t litter, Keep the 
park clean, and use the 
bins for garbage or bring 
it with you outsided for 
disposal in the bins 
provided.  

Keep your voice low 
on the hikes  

 

Stay close to the group   

Stay calm if the orang 
utan will touch you and 
do not raise your voice 
but ask your guide to 
assist you.  

 

  

 



 

6 

Viewing and photographing wildlife. 1 

Wildlife photography has the power to turn people on to the wonder of nature. It is an 

essential tool to inspire the desire to protect wildlife and spark real change. Photo’s can bring 

much needed attention to wildlife and encourage conservation. But putting the well -being of 

animals first should be every photographer’s goal, and we like to share tips here on  what to 

keep in mind.  

Do’s Don’ts 

Let the animals go 
their way. Do not seek 
their attention or 
interaction for a better 
picture  

Do not destroy or alter 
habitat for a better view or 
scene    

Take special care at 
breeding season  

Avoid actions that might 
results in driving parents 
away from their young.   

Know the signs of 
stress of your subject 
species    

Never alter vegetation 
around nests or dens as it 
provides a critical 
protection    

Avoid crowding 
around the  animals , 
ask your guide to 
move on  

 

  

 

  

 

1 https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2019/07/ethical-wildlife-photography/ 
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Tangkoko National Park and Tarsier viewing 

 
The Tarsier and the black macaques are the top attraction. But also the Hornbills and 

couscous as well as other fauna specific to the reserve. Viewing the tarsier need to be done 

between dusk and dawn. Depending on what time it gets dark, you will head into the denser 

part of the jungle as the sun is setting, where you will be able to get viewing of the Tarsius 

Tarsier, world’s smallest primate.  

Do’s Don’ts 

Do view tarsier between 
dusk and dawn, not 
during the day 

Do not destroy or alter 
habitat for a better 
view or scene    

Do view in small 
groups, 4-5 persons 
including the guide as a 
maximum.   

Avoid actions that 
might results in driving 
parents away from 
their young.   

Do maintain a save 
distance from tarsiers, 
2 m minimum for wild 
tarsiers and 4 m for 
nursing tarsier.  

Do not talk loudly, 
especially during 
daytime when they 
should sleep.  

Do keep a distance of 5 
meters from the trees 
where they live.  

 

Do respect the 
environment and stay 
on the foot trail  

Do not litter and 
trample on plants.  

Use a red or yellow 
colored cellophane 
cover for your torch or 
flashlight as their eyes 
can be damaged by 
powerfull lights.  

 

Do require that your 
guide respects all of the 
rules and guidelines 

Do not use a flash if 
closer than 2 m and do 
not shine strong lights 
directly in their eyes. 
for extended periods.  

 Do not touch or hold 
and never disturb 
sleeping tarsier.  

 



 

8 

Dolphin viewing in their natural habitat  

 
In places like Lovina 2 in Bali it is popular to go out 

by boat on the sea to see the dolphins. It is a great 

pleasure to see the dolphins in their natural 

habitat.  

However, with the amount of boats that go out, 

and the fact that they go close to the animals it 

can be dangerous and disturbing. In the early 

morning in Lovina there are an average of 35 

boats that surround a school of dolphin and this  

could be up to 80 boats in high season. The 

number of boats generally outnumber the number of dolphins. The recommended 50 meter 

minimum approach distance is not followed as every boat speed to chase the dolphin as 

close as possible. For as long as there are no regulations to minimize the amount of 

boats we consider this as not an animal friendly excursion.   

Dolphin watching is also offered at Pemuteran and Amed, but less likely to see them 

compared to Lovina.  

Reef friendly Sun protection (snorkeling and diving) 

Up to 6.000 tons of  sunscreen are estimated to wash into coral reefs around the globe each 
year. The main ingredient that causing damage and bleaching is oxybenzone and 
octinoxate. It is advised to check your sunscreen to be free of these chemicals. But the best 
way to protect both yourself and the environment is to cover most of your body with UV 
protection clothing, or even just an old shirt, when you plan to go into the water.  You still 
have to apply sunscreen to exposed skin, but you will need far less. From an environmental 
perspective this is a massive victory.3 
 

Do’s Don’ts 

Minimize sunscreen in the 
water by wearing protection 
clothing, rash shirt, legging, 
old t-shirt for example  

 

Put on the sunscreen at least 
20 minutes before going in 
the water   

 

Bring reef safe sunscreen for 
snorkeling activity available 
in Bali is the product Thank 
Me Later : https://thankme-
later.com/    

 

 

 
2 https://www.australiaawardsindonesia.org/article/detail/173/15/towards-sustainable-dolphin-

watching-tourism-in-lovina-bali-indonesia 

 

3 https://www.consumerreports.org/sunscreens/the-truth-about-reef-safe-sunscreen/ and https://www.tropicalsnorkeling.com/best-snorkeling-
sunscreen.html 

 

https://www.australiaawardsindonesia.org/article/detail/173/15/towards-sustainable-dolphin-watching-tourism-in-lovina-bali-indonesia
https://www.australiaawardsindonesia.org/article/detail/173/15/towards-sustainable-dolphin-watching-tourism-in-lovina-bali-indonesia
https://www.consumerreports.org/sunscreens/the-truth-about-reef-safe-sunscreen/
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Swimming with Manta Rays 4 

Few experiences can top diving or snorkeling with 
a manta ray. Tourism can form part of the solution 
to combating the issue of global manta fisheries by 
providing a strong economic incentive to protect 
these animals. But Mantas are very sensitive to 
disturbance so some code of conduct need to be 
followed to ensure tourism is not doing more harm 
than good. We recommend to watch the 
entertaining  short f ilm made by the manta trust.  
 
 
 

To ensure your snorkeling/diving experience is manta friendly, please follow the below do’s 

and dont’s. 

 

Do’s Don’ts 

Enter the water 
calmly, no closer 
than 10 meters 
from the manta ray  

Do not approach closer 
than 3 meters. Instead, 
remain still and let the 
manta come to you.  

Keep your fins 
below the water 
surface when 
swimming. 
Splashing and 
noise can scare 
mantas away.  

As the manta swims past 
you, do not chase after 
them.  

Approach the 
manta from the 
side, not from the 
front, giving them a 
clear path ahead  

Do not touch a manta 
ray.  

For scuba divers: 
keep low and hover 
close to the seabed 
without damage 
the reef.  

For scuba divers, do not 
swim onto the main 
cleaning area but remain 
at the side of the 
cleaning station . 

 A Manta ray need to 
keep swimming and can 
not go backwards, 
hence do not block their 
path  

 

  

 

4 https://swimwithmantas.org/ 
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Snorkeling and feeding the fish  

 

If you become aware of how beautiful the 

underwater world is, you will naturally want to do 

no harm when you are snorkeling. Snorkeling 

etiquette is a simple set of rules you follow to 

avoid harming sea life, yourself and equipment in 

the process. Feeding (feeding) should be 

discouraged, as it appears to be altering the 

natural distribution and feeding behavior of the 

fish, hence disturbing the balance in the 

ecosystem. 5 

To ensure your diving experience is manta friendly, please follow the below do’s and dont’s.  

Do’s Don’ts 

Practice 
snorkeling 
skills away 
from the reef  

Never touch corals, even 
slight contact can harm 
them and corals can sting 
or cut you.  

Make sure your 
equipment fits 
properly before 
you snorkel 
near corals  

Take anything living or 
dead out of the water 
except recent garbage  

Know where 
your fins are at 
all times and 
don’t kick up 
sand or kick the 
coral reef 

Never touch, harass, chase 
or try to ride marine life 

Stay horizontal  
 

Don’t feed the fish. Feeding 
f ish has proven to 
negatively impact the 
natural ecosystem in the 
area.  

Be sure to take 
away 
everything you 
brought, such 
as packaging, 
used batteries, 
bottles  

 

 

  

 

5 https://www.tropicalsnorkeling.com/snorkeling-etiquette.html 
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Excursion/Transportations including a horse car  

Whilst in Indonesia, you may encounter horse-
powered modes of transportation, these are 
commonly found on: The Gili Islands, Candirejo 
and Kuta Bali. 

 

However the use of horsecar can be seen as a 
sustainable mode of transport, the animal welfare 
is of concern. The horses are making long days, 
often with too heavy loads considering also the 

heat  which they are forced to work in. Alongside exhaustion and dehydration, the horses 
often have various sores from badly fitted carriages, spinal and muscular pain from uneven 
loading or excessive weight as well as eye problems. Knowing this, we encourage you to 
find an alternative transportation. When there is no other transport option available make 
sure that you minimize the weight to 1 person +luggage +  the driver   

 

 

Civet coffee plantations/ coffee luwak 

 

Civets love to eat coffee cherries and Kopi Luwak 
coffee is made from the beans within the cherries 
that the civets excrete in pellets 

Do you know that the reason that the Luwak 
coffee is so good, is not because the beans have 
gone through the digestive system of the civet cat. 
But it is good, because the civet cat has the nose 
to choose the best beans. Hence when these are 
collected from the excrement it ensures the best 
coffee.  This can only be done if the civet cat lives 

in the wild and can choose it’s beans. When the pellets are collected from civets in the wild, 
no cruelty is involved. But in an attempt to produce more civet coffee, farmers have started 
catching the civets and keeping them in small, crowded barren cages. Caged civets are 
encouraged to gorge on an unbalanced diet of coffee cherries. There is now a growing civet 
coffee plantation tourism industry in Bali where tourists visit caged civet cats and sample the 
coffee. This is causing more and more civets to be caged and abused. 

If you are taken to a plantation best to refuse to go in or inform your driver at the start 
that you do not want to visit the coffee plantations to stop this cruelty. 
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Visiting a zoo, birdpark or safari park and picture taking with animals.  

Since there are no certif ications for the animal 
parks and zoo in Indonesia it is not ensured that 
their living conditions are appropriate. Especially 
local zoos outside of Bali keep the animal in poor 
condition.  
Animals involved in public photographic session 

should have the freedom of choice to participate 

and not be forced to remain in a position by tether, 

chain or other means, or be controlled by food  

reward.  

Therefore, we suggest the following: 

Do’s Don’ts 

Avoid attraction with 
animal shows where 
animals act unnatural 
behavior   

Participate in photo 
session with the animal 
being exploited as a 
photo-prop  

Report wildlife that is 
kept in cages that you 
encounter during 
your tour to us 

 

Avoid resorts and 
hotels that keep 
animals in captivity  

 

 

Ubud Monkey Forest Sanctuary 

This is home to over 700 Balinese Long Tailed 
Monkeys, here the monkeys free roam around the 
12.5 hectares of forest which also has multiple 
temples dotted throughout. The monkeys live 
freely and are giving extra food at certain times a 
day.  

A word of warning, the monkeys have become 
very used to people being in the forest and they 
will jump on you, at times this can be quite scary. 
We advise against a visit to the Monkey forest, 

due that if you get bitten or scratched, there is a risk of rabies infection. This can have an 
effect on the holiday as the shots for protection need to be multiple and are not always 
available.  
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Do’s Don’ts 

Walk away if the monkey 
jump on you. It means 
you are in his territory.  

Don’t touch the monkey.   

 Don’t grab back food from 
the monkey Even it seems 
not fair that the bigger 
monkey grab all the food 
while the smaller are not 
getting a share but if you 
want to share equally the 
boss monkey  tend to bite 

  

Are the elephants in elephant parks in Indonesia taken care of well? 

We are questioned if the parks in Indonesia the elephants are taken care of well. As we are 

no Elephant expert, we were not able to answer this really till now.   

In August 2018 together with TraveLife and The Asian captive Elephant working 

group (AECWG) a thorough assessment has been done by experts of the following 

elephant sanctuaries: 

1. The Elephant Sanctuary in Sumatra, Tangkahan  

2. Mason adventure in Bali. Since November 2019 Mason adventure is the f irst 

park with a certif icate, given the gold award by Asean Captive Elephant 

Standards ( ACES)  

 

Do’s Don’ts 

Check out the elephant 
park before going 
there, if they are 
certified for good 
animal care .  

Boycot all parks  is not 
helping, as the money from 
tourism activities is needed 
to keep them well taken 
care off.    

Assesment Results by the ACEWG -Travelife and ACES assessment:  

The f ull outcome of  the independent assessment of both sanctuaries can be found by 

clicking on the underneath link:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/18n1bqj5qwqfcjs/AADciJchuNpFgvws4prDuFtKa?dl=0 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/18n1bqj5qwqfcjs/AADciJchuNpFgvws4prDuFtKa?dl=0

